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The Mass of Remembrance offers us a chance to think 
about the difference between the common usage of 
the term “hope” and the hope we adhere to as 
Christians. 

In daily usage we often hope for something that we 
consider to be up in the air: “I hope I pass this exam” 
is the kind of hope that carries with it the assessment 
that I may not, maybe even that I’m not likely to. 

Or if we are using a recipe for the first time, we might 
think to ourselves, “I hope this works” because we 
have no idea whether it’s going to work or not. 

But the hope presented to us in this evening’s 
readings is much more robust than that and much 
more assured. 

The Book of Wisdom was written in a time when 
Israelite thinking was still moving in the direction of 
believing in the resurrection from the dead.  And it 
was still common among the people to hold the 
opinion that someone who died prematurely—
because of war perhaps, or as a victim of violence—
must have been accursed. 

The wisdom writer represents the fruits of the  
discernment, though, that a just person can have 
confidence in a just God that their lives would not 
have been lived in vain, but that they would enjoy 
peace and blessing in the life of the world to come.  
God can’t act against God’s own nature. 



Mass of Remembrance - 2019 
 

St. Paul brings the tradition of confidence in the 
faithfulness of God forward in light of the sacrifice of 
Christ.  God has invested so much in us—creating us 
out of love and, recognizing the sorry state we have 
fallen into, not waiting for us to get our act together 
before he saves us, but offering himself for us in the 
person of his Son, so that we might have life with him. 

Christian hope has a rock-solid character to it 
because of the work that has been done on our behalf, 
first and independently of any efforts we have made.   

God’s will to save encompasses the sinful.  In fact, God 
takes the first step to make sure that there is always a 
path to salvation for them, for us.  He does that in the 
irrevocable offering of himself on the cross, by the 
definitive event of Jesus death and resurrection. 

Nothing can shake the foundation of Christian hope. 

As Christians, our hope in God is never mixed with 
concern about whether the recipe will work or not.  
The cake is already baked, so to speak, and sits 
waiting to be enjoyed.  We will not be disappointed. 

The loved ones we pray for this evening may not have 
been ready at the moment of their death to be 
counted among the canonized.  Many people die with 
unfinished business and work still to be done: sins to 
be atoned and the effects of those sins to be made 
good.   
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But all that fits into a larger reality—the love of God 
that has been poured out for them and the love of his 
people, especially those of us gathered here this 
evening—to see to it that what God has begun in 
them is brought to fulfillment.   

God is the one who bridges the gap between what 
should have happened in our life and what actually 
occurred, who we should have become and where we 
actually ended up. 

This method is tried and true and based in the eternal 
saving will of God.  In fact, there is no other way.  

And so, as we remember our loved ones this evening, 
we pray for them with Christian hope, not the 
everyday kind, and are full of gladness to be a part of 
the saving mystery of God which never fails and does 
not disappoint. 


